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in the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful 


Tice fa 


a } L5U)TV 


praise and thanks be to Allah, Who revived knowledge 


of His religion and caused it to blossom forth after it 


1 id all but disappeared, and Who demolished the false conjectures 


o: the apostates. I praise Him and I seek refuge with Him from 


t ie sins which weigh upon the backs of mankind. I worship Him 


and seek His aid in removing hindrances and difficulties in the 


P'actice of my religion. I bear witness that none has the right to 


f e worshipped except Allah, Alone, without partners and I bear 


v. :ness that Muhammad - who, by Allah’s leave, brought about 


the dawn of faith to the darkness and misguidance which existed 


:n the hearts of mankind - is the slave and Messenger of Allah. 


May the Blessings and Peace of Allah be upon him in perpetuity. 
















and a Report of His Times, His Battles, His Military 
Campaigns, the Delegations That Came to Him, His Qualities, 

His Virtues and His Signs 


Chapter on Mention of His Illustrious Lineage and the 
Nobility of His Excellent Origins 


Allah, Most High, says, “Allah knows best with whom to 
place His Message" ( Soorah Al-An‘am 6:124) and when Hiraql 
(Heraclius), the emperor of Rome, asked Abu Sufyan about his 
characteristics, “What is his family status amongst you?” Abu 
Sufyan replied, “He belongs to a good (noble) family amongst 
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us.” After asking several more questions, he said, “In fact, all the 
Messengers come from such families amongst their respective 
peoples.” (l) That is, from among the noblest of them and the 
largest of their tribes - may Allah’s Blessings be upon them all. 

He is the master of the sons of Adam sBS and the most honorable 
of them in the life of this world and in the Hereafter: Abul-Qasim 
and Abu Ibrahim, Muhammad and Ahmad, the Eradicator, through 
w hom disbelief was eradicated, the final Prophet, after whom 
there will be no prophet, the Gatherer, who gathered the people 
(to follow) in his footsteps, the Follower (of all other Prophets), 
the Prophet of Repentance, the Prophet of War, the Seal of the 
Prophets, the Conqueror, Ta Ha, Ya Seen and ‘Abdullah. 

Al-Baihaqi said, “Some of the scholars added that Allah called 
him a Messenger, a Prophet, Unlettered, a Witness and Bearer of 
Glad Tidings, a Warner, a Caller to Allah, by His Permission, a 
Lamp Spreading Light, Compassionate and Merciful, a Blessing 
and a Guide in the Qur’an.” 

He is the son of ‘Abdullah, who was the youngest of his father, 
Abdul-Muttalib’s children and he was the second sacrifice, who 
was ransomed for a hundred camels. 

Imam Abu Ja‘afar Ibn Jareer - may Allah have mercy on him 
- spoke at the opening of his Tareekh about this in great detail 
and in a clear and beneficial manner. A Hadith has been related in 
which he claimed while on the pulpit that he was descended from 
' Adnan. But Allah knows better with regard to its authenticity. 
Likewise, Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Baihaqi narrated on the authority 
of Abu Bakr Ibn ‘Abdur-Rahman Ibn Al-Harith Ibn Hisham, 
The Prophet M was informed that some men from Kindah were 
claiming that they were from him and he was from them. He said, 
Al-‘Abbas and Abu Sufyan Ibn Harb only used to say that when 


( 1 ) Narrated by Al-Bukhari (7). 
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they came to Al-Madinah, in order to be given safety there and 
they were given safety, but we will not deny our forefathers; we 
are Banu An-Nadr Ibn Al-Kindah.' He said that the Prophet $$ 
delivered a sermon in which he said, 'I am Muhammad, son of 
‘Abdullah, son of ‘Abdul-Muttalib, son of Hashim, son of ‘Abd 
Manaf, son of Qusayy, son of Kilab, son of Murrah, son of Ka‘b, 
son of Lu'ayy, son of Ghalib, son of Fihr, son of Malik, son of An- 
Nadr, son of Kinanah, son of Khuzaimah, son of Mudrikah, son 
of Ilyas, son of Mudar, son of Nizar. And people do not split into 
two groups except that Allah has made me in the best of them. I 
have been produced from between my two parents and I am not 
affected by anything from the iniquity of the Jahiliyyah. I came 
forth from marriage and I did not come forth from fornication 
- from the time of Adam until I was bom of my parents - and 

I am the best of you in soul and the best of you in lineage'.” 

I I ’ This Hadith is very ghareeb, from the Hadith of Malik. Al- 
Qudami was alone in narrating it and he is weak. But we shall 
cite supporting narrations and other sources for it. Among them is 
the saying of the Prophet % that "I came forth from marriage, not 
from fornication.” 

And ‘Abdur-Razzaq narrated on the authority of Abu Ja‘afar 
Al-Baqir regarding the Words of Allah, Most High: "Verily, there 
has come unto you a Messenger (Muhammad) from amongst 
yourselves (i.e. whom you know well)." ( Soorah At-Tawbah 
9:128) that it means that he was not affected by anything of the 
birth of the Jahiliyyah. He said, “The Messenger of Allah % 
said, “I came forth from marriage and I did not come forth from 
fornication.” And this is mursaljayyid. Al-Baihaqi also narrated 
it, on the authority of Ja‘afar Ibn Muhammad, on the authority 


(1) Narrated by Al-Baihaqi in Dala’il An-Nubuwwah (1/118). The author 
mentioned that it is very ghareeb, that Al-Qudami was alone in narrating 
it and that he is weak. But he cited supporting narrations for it. And Allah, 
Most High, knows better. 
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of his father. He said, “The Messenger of Allah % said, “Verily, 
Allah produced me from marriage and He did not produce me 
from fornication.” (1) 

And it has been confirmed in Saheeh Al-Bukhari on the authority 
of Abu Hurairah 4* that he said, “The Messenger of Allah % said, 
I was sent from the best of generations of the sons of Adam, 
generation after generation, until the generation in which I was 
sent'.” (2) 

And in Saheeh Muslim on the authority of Wathilah Ibn Al- 
Asqa‘ that the Messenger of Allah M said, “Verily, Allah chose 
from Isma‘eel from among the children of Ibrahim and He chose 
from among the children of Isma‘eel Banu Kinanah and from 
among Banu Kinanah He chose Quraish and from Quraish He 
chose Banu Hashim and He chose me from Banu Hashim.” (3) 

Imam Ahmad narrated on the authority of Al-‘Abbas 4® that 
he said, “The Prophet M was informed about some of the things 
that the people were saying and so he ascended the pulpit and 
said, 'Who am I?' They said, 'You are the Messenger of Allah M.' 
He said, “I am Muhammad, son of ‘Abdullah, son of ‘Abdul- 
Muttalib. Verily, Allah created mankind and made me among the 
best of His creation. And He made them into two groups and He 
made me in the best group. He created the tribes and He made me 
in the best tribe. He made them families and He made me in the 
best family. So I am the best of you in family and I am the best 
individual among you.' May the blessings and peace of Allah be 
upon him forever, until the Day of Judgment.” 

And it has been confirmed in an authentic Hadith that the 


( 1 ) This Hadith is hasan ; it was narrated by Al-Baihaqi in Ash-Shu ‘ab (2/140, 
No. 1396). 

1 2 ) Narrated by Al-Bukhari (3557). 

( 3) Narrated by Muslim (2276). 
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Umm Aiman, whose name was Barakah was his nursemaid and 


the Prophet had inherited her from his father. When he grew 
up, he manumitted her and married her to his freed slave, Zaid 
Ibn Harithah and she bore him Usamah Ibn Zaid (may Allah be 
pleased with them all). The freed slave of his uncle, Abu Lahab, 
whose name was Thuwaibah, breastfed him, with his mother 
before Haleemah As-Sa‘diyyah. 

Al-Bukhari and Muslim narrated in their Saheehain, on the 
authority of Umm Habeebah Bint Abi Sufyan (may Allah be 
pleased with her) that she said, “O, Messenger of Allah! Marry 
my sister, the daughter of Abu Sufyan.” The Prophet said, “would 
you like that?” She replied, “yes, for even now I am not your 
only wife and I would like that my sister should share the good 
with me.” The Prophet said, “but that is not lawful for me.” She 
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% 

said, “we have heard that you want to marry the daughter of 
Abu Salamah (or in another narration: Durrah, the daughter of 
Abu Salamah).” He said, “(do you mean) the daughter of Umm 
Salamah?” She said, “yes.” He said, “even if she were not my 
<epdaughter, she would be unlawful for me to marry as she is my 
:ostemiece. I and Abu Salamah were suckled by Thuwaibah. So 
you should not present your daughters or your sisters (in marriage) 
to me.” (l) Urwah added, “Thuwaibah was the freed slave girl of 
Abu Lahab whom he had manumitted, and then she suckled the 
i’rophet %. When Abu Lahab died, one of his relatives saw him 
tn a dream in a very bad state and asked him, “What have you 
. ncountered?” Abu Lahab said, “I have not found any good since 
I left you, except that I have been given water to drink in this (the 
:)ace between his thumb and other fingers) and that is because of 
my manumitting Thuwaibah.” (2) 


Wet-Nursing of the Prophet H by Haleemah 
Bint Abi Dhu ’aib As-Sa ‘diyyah 

•a 

Muhammad Ibn Ishaq narrated on the authority of ‘Abdullah 
Ibn Ja‘afar Ibn Abi Talib that he said, “It was related regarding 
i laleemah Bint Al-Harith that she said, 'I came to Makkah with a 
jiroup of women'..." and Al-Waqidi cited with his isnad that they 
were ten in number and that they were from Banu Sa‘d Ibn Bakr 
who had come looking for children to wet-nurse during a year 
of drought. She added, “I arrived on a white donkey belonging 
to me. I had our baby with me and an old she-camel, which I 
>wear by Allah did not give us even a drop of milk. We did not 
iet even a moment of sleep that night because my hungry baby 
•vas crying and there was no milk to be had from my breast or 

I ) Narrated by Al-Bukhari (5101) and Muslim ( 1 449). 

( 2 ) Narrated by Al-Bukhari ( 1 449). 
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from the she-camel with which to feed him. When we reached 
Makkah, we looked for children to suckle and the Messenger 
of Allah M was offered to every woman among us, but they all 
refused him saying that he was an orphan. That was because we 
hoped for a good reward from the child’s father. We said, 'An 
orphan! And what can his mother do?' We disliked to take him 
because of that. Every woman who came with me found a child 
to suckle but I. Before we departed, I said to my husband, 'By 
Allah, I hate to return among my friends without a baby to suckle. 
I will go and take that orphan.' He said, 'There is no harm for you 
if you do. Perhaps Allah will bless us through this orphan.' So I 
went and took him because there was no other alternative. On my 
way back, as soon as I put him in my lap, my breasts overflowed 
with milk, which he drank until he was satisfied and so did his 
fosterbrother. Then both of them slept, while before this, we had 
not been able to sleep because of my son’s crying. My husband 
went to the old she-camel to milk it and to his surprise, its udders 
were full. He milked it and we both drank the milk until we were 
completely satisfied; and thereafter, we spent a good night. In the 
morning, my husband said, 'By Allah, Haleemah, you have taken 
a blessed child. Have you not observed the goodness and blessings 
that we have enjoyed since you took him last night?' And Allah, 
the Almighty, the All-Powerful continued to bestow blessings on 
us. I carried him with me, as we rode back on my jenny (female 
donkey) and it went at such a speed that the other donkeys could 
not keep up with it, so that my fellow travelers said to me, 'Woe to 
you, O, daughter of Abu Dhu’aib! Is this the same jenny that you 
rode when you set out with us?' I said, 'Yes, by Allah, it is the very 
same.' They said, 'By Allah, there is certainly something unusual 
about it!' At last we reached the land of Banu Sa‘d and I do not 
know of any land more parched and drought-stricken than that 
land. But in spite of this, my sheep would graze and return with 
udders filled with milk and we would take as much as we wanted, 
while the sheep of all those around us did not give a single drop 
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< t milk. Their sheep became so hungry that their owners would 
sav to their shepherds, 'Woe to you! See where the sheep of the 
daughter of Abu Dhu’aib are grazing and let your sheep graze 
with them.' So they would put them to graze where my sheep 
w ere grazing, but their sheep would return hungry and without 
a drop of milk in their udders. My sheep, on the other hand, 
w ould return with udders full of milk and we would take what we 
w ished. Allah continued to bestow this blessing on us, which we 
gratefully acknowledged, until Muhammad reached two years of 
age, at which time, he was growing at a rate that exceeded that of 
the other children. By Allah, by the time he had attained the age 
of two years, he was a sturdy child. So we took him to his mother, 
though we were keen to keep him with us because of the blessings 
w e had enjoyed as a result of having him. When his mother saw 
him, I said to her, 'Let us return with our boy next year, for we fear 
that he may be affected by the infectious disease that is present 
r Makkah.' By Allah, we continued to press her until she said, 
'Yes,' and she let him go with us. He remained with us for two 
v r three months after that. Then one day, while he was outside, 
behind our dwellings with a fosterbrother of his, playing with our 
lambs, that fosterbrother came running to us and said, 'Two men 
wearing white garments came to my Quraishi brother and they 
laid him down and cut open his belly!' My husband and I went out 
and raced over to him and we found him standing, his face pale. 
\Iy husband embraced him and said, 'O, my son! What happened 
to you?' He said, 'Two men wearing white garments came to me 
and they laid me down and opened up my belly. Then one of them 
t >ok something out of it and they cast it aside. Then they returned 
rimy belly) to its former state.' So we took him back to the house 
w ith us. My husband said, 'O, Haleemah! I fear that something 
r ight have befallen our son, so let us take him back to his family 
before something that we fear appears in him.' Haleemah said, 'So 
we carried him to his mother and when we arrived, she said, what 
has caused you to return him, when you were earlier insisting that 


